
tion, I do invite you to 
come to Mass especially on 
this Monday, either in the 
morning at Kidsgrove or in 
the evening at Goldenhill. 
Let is be a Holy Day of 
Desire, rather than Obliga-
tion! 

This is the third Sunday in 
a row that I’m not at Pack-
moor. It’s alright! I’ve not 
fallen out with you. This 
Sunday evening I’m hosting 
a holy hour for priests and 
a meal with Fr Emeric. I’ll 
be back with you next 
week! The good news is 
that the roof on the side 
chapel is now repaired and 
there is no water coming in 
any more. It was a rather 
bigger job than anticipated. 
So get buying those Christ-
mas raffle tickets. 

Next week, I’ll be distrib-
uting the parish Christmas 
card for all of you, and 
your families and friends. 

Today we light the second 
candle of the Advent 
Wreath, which reminds us 
of the testimony of St John 
the Baptist, who preceded 
the Lord on his mission. St 
John the Baptist was the 
one who revealed the Lord 
to his disciples, by pointing 
him out as the Lamb of 
God. He is also the one 
who, filled with humility, 
said that he had to de-
crease, while the Lord had 
to increase, and he was not 
fit to stoop down and un-
fasten his sandal strap. St 
John the Baptist is a great 
model for Christian life, 

for both priests and peo-
ple. We can ask his prayers 
today. 

This weekend, I am very 
pleased to welcome Fr 
Emeric Colas des Francs to 
the parish. He is the mod-
erator, or head, of the So-
ciety of St John Mary Vian-
ney, of which I am a mem-
ber, as you know. This is 
his first visit to our parish. 
It is a wonderful thing to 
have this link with Ars, and 
with the Curé through this 
wonderful international 
network of priests.  

Tomorrow we celebrate 
the Feast of Our Lady’s 
Immaculate Conception. It 
is a great shame that we 
don’t celebrate this day as 
a Holy Day of Obligation. 
However, it is a huge feast 
day, and is celebrated in 
many countries with great 
solemnity. Although it 
isn’t a Holy Day of Obliga-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Bartholomew of San 

Gimignano 
1228-1300 

Bartholomew was born to 
an elderly mother who had 
begged God for a child. 
His noble father wanted 
him to continue the family 
line. But he desired to be a 
priest, and ran away find-
ing refuge at a monastery, 
where he worked as infir-
marian. It was revealed to 

him that he should not stay 
in the monastery. He be-
came a third order Francis-
can, and was ordained 
priest. He was assiduous in 
serving the sick and poor. 
He came to realise he had 
been sheltering the Lord 
through helping the poor. 
He contracted leprosy, and 
spent his last years as chap-
lain to a leper hospital, 
serving his fellow sufferers. 
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Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
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9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 7th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 8th                     
Second Sunday of       
Advent 

9.00am    Holy Mass Bill Adams 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Dora Walsh 

 12.30pm   Baptism  

   6.30pm Holy Mass Andrew Moruzzi 

Monday 9th               
THE IMMACULATE    
CONCEPTION OF 
OUR LADY 

  9.30am  Holy Mass Joan Gilligan 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Tuesday 10th              
Feria of Advent 

9.15am    Holy Mass Dan, Mary, John & Brenda Biggins 

  9.30am  Morning Prayer  

   2.15pm Holy Rosary  

8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Wednesday 11th          
St Damasus I  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Malachy & Barney Doherty 

 6.30pm   First Confessions Liturgy 

Thursday 12th               
Our Lady of Guadalupe  

 9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

 7.30pm   Heart to Heart  

Friday 13th                    
St Lucy 

  9.30am  Holy Mass  Ellen & George McHugh 

   6.00pm Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Saturday 14th                
St John of the Cross 

9.15am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa & Mark Foden 

Sunday 15th                    
Third Sunday of       
Advent (Gaudete) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Michael Flatley 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Lucy & Jack Barron 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Valerie Rogers 

feast of the immaculate conception of our lady 
Today is the feast of Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception. Because it is a Sunday of Advent its celebration is moved 

to Monday this year. Join us for Mass for the celebration. 

O most Holy Virgin, immaculate in body and spirit,  
look kindly on me as I implore your powerful intercession. 

O most Holy Mother,  
receive my prayers as I present them to God. 

(state your intentions here) 
O Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, intercede for us with your Son. 

O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.  
Amen. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
Open House is when Fr Julian is 
available to meet parishioners for any 
need on Mondays, 6.30pm to 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery, 
Goldenhill. There will be no Open 
House on 9th December. The next 
Open House is on Monday 16th De-
cember. If you need to see Fr Julian 
sooner, please call the parish office or 
email to make arrangements.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St John’s: Catherine Coates; Mary 
Shemilt 
St Joseph’s: Kevin Potts 
Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please 
make a note of intention and pre-
ferred church. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The prayer service at 
Maple Tree Court is cancelled for 
December. The next service will be 
in January.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is today at Tall Oaks at 3pm. 

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Our intercessory prayer group meets  

on Tuesday evenings, every other 
week at 8pm at English Martyrs’ in 

Biddulph. Everyone is welcome. The 
next meeting is on Tuesday 10th 

December: it is the last one of the 
year. Why not come along? 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Francie Paul Gerard Stokes who is 
being baptised at St Joseph’s today. 

Heart to heart 
Come and know the 
Lord Heart to Heart 
in the Blessed Sacra-
ment and his Word!  

On Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 
St Joseph’s, we have an hour of pray-
er, based on the Gospel, before the 

Blessed Sacrament. 
This week is the last Heart to Heart 

of the Year. 

An Invitation to the Friendship 
Club  

Christmas Party and     
Buffet 

Tuesday 17th December at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall, 1pm to 4pm.  

Tickets are free for members and £5 
for non members.  

There will be carols from St Joseph’s 
Catholic Academy, entertainment 
from John James and a visit from 

Santa Claus. 

To book your ticket call the Father 
Hudson’s Young at Heart office on 

01782 269990 

Kidsgrove Place of Welcome   
Are you new to the area? Or do you 
know the area well? Whoever you 
are Places of Welcome provide an 
opportunity to meet for a cuppa and 
a chat. Kidsgrove Place of Welcome 
is run by St John’s parishioners every 
Thursday between 2pm and 3.30pm. 
Come and join us and meet new 
friends from your local community. 

Come to our joint Reconciliation 
Service, for our parishes together 
with Tunstall & Burslem parishes 
Sacred Heart Church, Tunstall 
Thursday 19th December 2019 

at 6.30pm 

Partnership Parishes’ 
Carol Service 

This year, we will have our Par-
ishes’ Carol Service  

on Tuesday 17th December  
at St John’s Church Kidsgrove 

at 7pm 
Mince pies & refreshments  

A gift for each child who comes! 

St Patrick’s Packmoor 

Christmas Hamper Raffle 

Tickets will be on sale soon for the 
Christmas Hampers at £1 a strip 

Thank you to everyone who have 
offered to donate food for the ham-

pers. Please bring all these donations 
to St Patrick’s as soon as possible 

Christmas Mass Times 2019 

Christmas Eve 
4.00pm St Joseph’s Goldenhill 
6.30pm English Martyrs’ Biddulph 
Christmas Day  
12midnight St Joseph’s Goldenhill 
 (in Latin) 
9.00am St Patrick’s Packmoor  
10.30am St John’s Kidsgrove 
We look forward to welcoming you to 

our celebration of Christmas! 

Christmas Cribs We’ll be erecting 
the Christmas cribs in our churches 
after Masses on the Third Sunday of 
Advent, 15th December. This is 
quite a task, so all help will be grate-
fully received! Thank you. 

Volunteers Required We need 
more volunteers to help with the 
church cleaning at English Martyrs’. 
If you can spare just a few hours a 
month please speak to Teresa Dutton 
or Fr Julian.  

ALPHA 
Our autumn Alpha has now come to 
an end. So thank you to all who took 
part and contributed from our Alpha 

team.  

We are having a social get together 
for New Year for everyone who has 

done an Alpha in our parish on Satur-
day 4th January at 11am at St Jo-

seph’s. Come for elevenses! 



KEY VERSE: "This is the one about whom it is written, 
'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you'" (v. 10). 
TO KNOW: John the Baptist prophesied that the Messiah 
would come with fire and judgment (Mt 3:7-12). But he 
was astonished to discover that Jesus came with healing 
and mercy (11:29). From prison, John sent his disciples 
to ask whether Jesus was the "one to come" (v. 3) or 
should they look for another Messiah. Jesus pointed to his 
ministry as having fulfilled messianic expectations (Is 35:5
-6), which he announced at the beginning of his public 
ministry (Lk 4:18). Jesus added a new beatitude, a bless-
ing for those whose faith did not falter because of him. 
Although Jesus praised John saying that there was none 
who surpassed this messenger of God, the prophet be-
longed to the old order that was passing away. Through 
baptism, the least one in God's kingdom was greater than 
John. 
TO LOVE: Can I be a messenger of Jesus so that people 
will not look for another? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, thank you for the privilege of 
accepting me into your kingdom.  

FUNDRAISING  

Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£360.75, Non Gift Aid £182.41, 
Total £543.16. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£132.00, Non Gift Aid £131.30, 
Total £263.30. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£229.00, Non Gift Aid £87.04, Total 
£316.04.  

Second Collections: Next week 
Church Christmas flowers. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This Week 1st Prize £20, 
No.92 D Hewitt; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.196 N Hoskins; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.50 C Deady. The monthly and 
quarterly subs are now due. 

Biddulph & Packmoor Fayre 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
to organise and run the Parish Au-
tumn Fayre and Draw at English Mar-
tyrs’ and St Patrick’s two weeks ago. 
The final amount raised was £2140. 
Thank you also to everyone who at-
tended the event. 

St John’s Bring & Buy Thank you 
to everyone who helped and support-
ed the Bring & Buy last week and the 
Raffle. Together they raised £350 
which will be helping to fund the 
continuing work on the presbytery. 

Matthew 11:2-11 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent 
his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or 
have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go 
back and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, 
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to 
the poor; and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the 
people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you 
go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who 
wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did 
you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much 
more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: 
‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will 
prepare your way before you. ‘I tell you solemnly, of all the 
children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has 
never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he is.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

In memory of Jack Shufflebotham, Fr 
Julian is going to walk the Vía de la 
Plata and Camino Sanabrés from Se-
ville to Santiago de Compostela this 

year. The whole route is 1000km and 
he will be doing it in chunks of five 

days/120km through the year. Please 
sponsor Fr Julian in aid of Teenage 
Cancer Trust. You can do this at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  
Sponsor forms are being taken away 
this week to return next year. If you 
have pledged money please pay today 

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Posts from the entire first week of 
the Camino are there: Fr Julian is 

walking the next section starting 6th 
January. 

Christmas Concert There will be a 
Christmas Concert at the Sacred 
Heart Church, Tunstall on Sunday 
the 15th December at 3pm. Most of 
the performers are parishioners and it 
is free with donations gratefully ac-
cepted. Refreshments will be provid-
ed. 

Deanery Reconciliation Services 

In addition to the Reconciliation Service 
at Tunstall, these are the other services 
around the Deanery: 
Mon 16th Dec 7pm. Holy Trinity, 
Newcastle; Tue 17th Dec. 7pm. St 
Giles, Cheadle; Tue 17th Dec 7.15pm 
St Werburgh’s, Clayton; Wed 
18th Dec. 6.30pm St Wulstan’s, 
Wolstanton; Fri 20th Dec 7pm. St 
Teresa’s, Trent Vale; Mon 23rd Dec 
6pm. Our Lady’s Stoke; Mon 
23rd Dec. 7pm.  St. Augustine’s, Me-
ir; Mon 23rd Dec. 7pm. Sacred 
Heart, Hanley 
Other confession times are available. It is 
good to seek reconciliation with the Lord! 

Christmas Fair KMF are hosting a 
Charity Fair at Middleport Pottery on 
Wednesday 18th December at 6pm 
with all proceeds raised going to 
Douglas Macmillan Hospice. There 
will be gift stalls, a Brass band, Santa 
Claus, and food & drink. Tickets are 
£10, £5 for under 16s and under 10s 
are free. They are available to buy at 
kmfchristmasfair.eventbrite.co.uk 
online or at any Douglas Macmillan 
shop, or at the door.  

Thankyou For all the Biddulph and 
Packmoor Red box holders who have 
raised £2050 this year for the over-
seas missions. 


